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Malek Vineyard House

Sheikh Yusef District, Malek Ave.

This vineyard was confiscated in place or taxes
during the reign of the Afshar monarch Nader Shah
and became the property of the financial adminis-
trator of Esfahan, Haj Mohammad-Ebrahim Malek-
ot-Tojjar's son, under the Cajar monarch Nasser-
ed-Din Shah. Haj Mohammad-Ebrahim Khan later
had the edifice built in the vineyard as a locale for
mourning ceremonies, The endowment document
of this building is dated 1341 AH and its architect
was Hosseinchi. Various parts of the vineyard were
demolished in the course of time and other parts
disappeared when Malek Avenue was being wid-
ened in 1333 AH. :

The remainder of the building is located north of a
large courtyard and includes a central courtyard
and a dining room of approximately equal areas.
The dining room occupies the entire southern side
of this courtyard and has access to it through a
wide sashed window. The space of this dining roocm
also opens toward the southern courtyard of the
building through a seven-paneled sashed window.
This space is two stories high and the central
courtyard was also roofed at the same height at a
later date. Thus, a vast unique space amalgamating
the dining room and the covered courtyard was
created whenever the sashed windows of the din-
ing room were opened. The courtyard's roof and
the spaces of its three other sides were used for
mourning ceremonies. A large octagonal light ap-

1=Morthern Side Reception Hall
2zMorthem Side Reception Hall
JaMeorthern Reception Hall Crosi
4=Sof-daris of Eastern Side Raception Hall
SoHowz-khaneh Ceiling Decoration
GcSofreh-khanat Cros

erture in the courtyard’s roof and full-length win-
dows at the top of the walls assured the lighting of
this space.

The northern side of the covered courtyard includes
& panj-dari in which, following Ebrahim-Khan's will
he and his wife are buried. The entire western side
is occupied by a large space which appears 'to
have been formed from the fusion of three adjacent
seh-garis. Two of the seh-daris of the eastern side
of the covered courtyard appear to have been
similarly combined. All the spaces of the covered
courtyard, dining room, burial room and the other
rooms surrounding the courtyard are profusely
decorated with stucco-carvings, mirror-work and
tile-work. The central pillars of the dining room and
the courtyard are wood-lined and have decorative
pedestals and capitals. A large cellar exists under
the dining room and is Iit from the southern court-
yard through latticed apertures.

The eastern part of the mansion houses its service
spaces, which include a bathroom, a kitchen, stor-
age rooms and a backyard. The southeastern cor-
ner of the building is occupied by a dome-roofed
bathroom with a sitting ledge running around it.
Both the entrances of the mansion open toward its
southern courtyard, one leading directly to the din-

ing room and the other passing through severa)

spaces before reaching the covered courtyard, the
cellar and other spaces.
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ensemble of this mansion.

The eastern side of the mansion consists of a vast,
long central reception hall flanked by two sef-dars.
The shah-neshin of this reception hall has been
made into a separate room enjoying full access to
the other two. These rooms are in turn connected
with the seh-dars of this side. A pillared eivan links
the spaces of this side with the courtyard. The fa-
cade of the western side of the courtyard is similar
to that of its eastern side. The courtyard’'s eastern
and western efvans are recessed, emphasizing its
secondary axis. The western side comprises four
rooms and has an unusual central corridor. In view
of the spaces of the eastern side, it appears that the
western side also had a central reception hall which
was later transformed into a pair of rooms with a
corridor between them.

The major part of the southern side consists of a
wall faced in a manner similar to its opposite side,
and only two seh-dars, called Ofag-e "Aks (Picture
Room) and Ofag-e A'ineh (Mirror Room), stand at

13 g V- | PRI S | o

its ends. The Mirror Room displays lavish mirror-
work, stucco carvings and frescoes, whereas the
Picture Room has been damaged and nothing re-
mains of its decoration. The kitchen is located at
the southwestern corner and consists of a sharbat-
khanel, a cooking area and a storage space.

With its large cross-shaped pool encircled by four
flower beds, the courtyard of the mansion has as-
sumed a centripetal appearance. Its surrounding
walls have carved stone plinths and the tile-work
panels and decorative woods used in its various
facades have given it overall harmony. The en-
trance of the mansion is located at its northwestern
corner and has a large and sumptuous portico
topped by a semi-circular arch. The existence of
this arch distinguishes the entrance of this mansion
from those of other houses. The entrance ensemble
includes a vestibule and corridors leading to a cor-
ner of the courtyard and to the stable space, north
of the house.
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Charmi House

Hatef Ave., Golbahar Ave., Moshir St.

This Qajar-period aristocratic mansion incorporates
various spaces and is abundantly decorated. The
rectangular courtyard of the mansion is surrounded
on its northern, eastern and western sides by nu-
merous spaces, including those on the northern
side, which rise almost three stories high and con-
stitute the most important part of the mansion. This
side consists of a central reception hall flanked by
two pairs of sefi-dars disposed on two levels. The
seh-darg of the first floor communicate with the
space of the reception hall through three wooden
doors each, and the seh-dark of the second floor
overlook the hall through sashed windows. Thus,
when the doors are opened, all these spaces
merge into a single two stoties-high vast and har-
monious space. At its end, the reception hall has a
shaf-neshin space with two lavishly decorated col-
umns which overlooks the courtyard through a vast
nine-paneled sashed window in the wall facing it.
The walls and ceiling of the reception hall are cov-
ered with frescoes, stucco carvings and mirror-

TzMorthern Side and Courtyard

B=Morthern and Westemn Sides of Courtyard
9. Courtyard Western Side

10 Southeastern Comer of Couryard
11=Adjeining Room of Upper Floor
12:MNorthern Side Reception Hall
13oMortheastern Hose-khaneh

14=Ravag of Courlyard Western Sido

works, and its two stories-high sashed window ex-
hibits handsome tessellated wood and stained
glass panels. On the basement floor of this side, a
reception hall and two sefr-dars are located one
meter below the courtyard’s level. These spaces
have tall plinths of turquoise-colored tile-work and
receive light from the courtyard through large win-
dows,

The mansion’s tall hose-khaneh stands at its north-
eastern corner and is surrounded by alcoves on
both floors. On the first floor of the hose-khanet's
northern side, a panj-dari overlooks it. A row of one
story-high light apertures at the upper edge of the
hose-khaneh assures its lighting. The myriad multi-
colored stained glass surfaces of these light aper-
tures are reflected in the octagonal central pool of
the hose-khaneh, creating an eye-pleasing flourish
of light and color. The walls of the hose-kbaneh are
adorned with stucco carvings and European-style
frescoes. With its pyramidal shape, the roof of the
hose-khaneh has created a distinctive volume in the
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breserve the geometry of both courtyards. Thus,
this deviation is imperceptible from inside the
house. In the design of this side, one room has
been dropped from each courtyard and an eivan
and an arcade have been erected instead so as to
preserve the similarity with the opposite facade.

The northern side of the hiruni courtyard houses g
two stories-high reception hall flanked by eiv-
anchehs themselves topped on the upper floor by
adjoining rooms. The reception hall and the goosh-
var rooms look upon the courtyard through large
wooden windows. Similar divisions are visible on
the opposite, southern, side, which likewise in-
cludes a central efvan and a seh-dari. The existence
of shallow eivanchehs at both ends of the facade of
this side has given the entire facade a symmetrical
appearance. Thus, on the northern and southern
sides, different spaces have been given identical
symmetric facades.

The western side of the biruni courtyard houses a
cross-shaped reception hall. This hall enjoys full
access, through three contiguous doors, to the seh-
dari on its south. Although the eastern side of this
courtyard appears to have been built later than the
mansion, the divisions of its facade are in perfect

SasS bla pof a5 Sand Mt a0 YY

harmony with those of its opposite side. This side
comprises three rooms, with a pillared efvan facing
the central room.

The southern part of the mansion is the service
yard, which has three rcoms on its northern side
and a stable on its west. The main entrance of the
house is situated at its southeastern corner and is
composed of a very long corridor and a vestibule,
The mansion's biruni section is accessed at the be-
ginning of the corrider, while the andaruni area and
service courtyard require passing through the cor-
ridor and the vestibule. Another entrance has been
recently opened on the northern side of the house,
but this leads to the cellar of the andaruni because
of the lower level of the strest. The Cultural Heritage
Office of Esfahan Province is established in this
mansion, and numerous restorations have beer
carried out in this building in recent years,
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Haj Hassan Ghafuri
(Qazvini-ha) House

15:Morthern Side of Main Courtyard
16 Westarn Side of Main Courtyard
17 5Scuthem Side of Main Courtyard
18:Reception Hall of Main Courtyard MNorthem

Ebn-e Sina Ave., Shahshahan St., Masjed-e Jame® St. Side

This ensemble consists of an andaruni and a biruni
courtyard around which the various spaces of the
mansian are laid out. The northern sides of both
courtyards are taller and more important than their
other sides, and the location of pools in front of
these emphasizes their importance. On the north-
ern side of the andaruni (larger) courtyard, & cross-
shaped reception hall flanked by two adjoining
roocms is visible. This hall is two stories high and
displays a mogarnas-adorned domed ceiling. Its
adjcining rooms are rectangular and their ceilings
and walls are covered with stucco carvings. The
receplion hall and the adjoining rooms have access
to the courtyard through tall, handsome sashed
windows and are interconnected by tessellated
stained glass doors. These rooms are also con-
nected to other ones located at the corners of the
courtyard. The ensemble of this side’s reception
hall and rooms thus forms a vast integrated space
which embraces the entire northern side. The exis-
tence of three wide and tall sashed windows on this
side distinguishes it from the courtyard’s other fa-
cades. Although they face different spaces, these
sashed windows are identical and divide the facade
into three equal parts.

19. Reception Hall of Sccond Sourtyard
Martharn Side

20 Western Side of Second Courtyard

21 Eastern Side of Main Courtyard

22. Morthern and Western Sides of Sccond

Courtyard

The western side of the andaruni courtyard includes
a central reception hall featuring a shah-nashin, two
seh-garic at its extremities, and eivanchehs and
corridors located between them. The walls and
ceiling of the reception hall of this side are adorned
with stucco carvings and mirror-work, and a wvast
sashed window gives it a commanding view of the
courtyard. The eastern side of this courtyard also
includes a reception hall, a seh-dari, elvanchehs
and a row of arches which makes the facade of this
side a mirror replica of its opposite facade. The
ravaq of the southern side of the courtyard likewise
repeats the divisions of its opposite facade. The
kitchen and bakery spaces are located behind this
ravag and are not directly connected with the court-
yard.

The northern, eastern and western sides of the an-
daruni courtyard have underground spaces it by
latticed wooden windows. Carved stone plinths at
the lower edge of the facades and decorative wood
torrehs at the top edge of the walls unite the fa-
cades around the courtyard.

The biruni (smaller) courtyard is situated east of the
andaruni courtyard, at a slightly different angle.
Their commeoen facade has been designed so as to
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Haj Rasuli-ha House

Chahar-Bagh-e Pa’in Ave., Darb-e Kushk St., Hajian St.

This mansion was built, probably late in the Zand
period, by the patriarch of the Haj Rassuli-ha family,
a famous tradesman of Esfahan. Its spaces are lajd
out along the four sides of a rectangular courtyard,
The four reception halls of the mansion, loecated in
the middle of the sides of the courtyard, are cov-
ered with mogarnas and qatar-bandi decorations,
stucco carvings, gilding and frescoes, and their
sides adjoining the courtyard embody fine hand-
some orosis. The various parts of the mansion and
their decorations have been badly damaged. Its
numerous orosis have all but succumbed to mois-
ture and termites.

The reception hall of the northern side is larger than
the other ones and occupies almost all of this side,
This reception hall opens on the courtyard through
a very large sashed window in its longer side and to
the andaruni courtyard through another sashed
window in its opposite side, behind the shah-
neshin, and is thus located between both court-
yards. Today the andaruni section of the house has
been entirely separated. Access to this reception
hall is gained through two flanking antechambers.
On the second floor, above the antechambers,
small adjoining rooms overlook, through orosis, the
reception hall from one side and the courtyard from
the other.

The southern side of the house likewise consists of
a central reception hall flanked by two seh-daris
and separated from it by two antechambers. On the
second floor, two rooms are located above the seh-
daris, extending above the corridors of the lower
floor antechambers and overlooking the reception

23=Courtyard South-western Cormer
245 Courtyard Morth-eastern Comer
25aMorthern Reception-hall
26=Courtyard Southern Side

27 Mothern Recaption-hal
28:Interior Decoration

hall. These rooms also overlook the courtyard from
another side. The eastern and western sides follow
the same layout of a central reception hall flanked
by two rcoms, with antechamber corridors between
them. The reception halls of the eastern and west-
ern sides are two stories high and their flanking
seh-daris are topped by other rooms, Their recep-
tion halls have tall and large orosis, that of the
western one being totally ruined. The service
Spaces consist of a kitchen and a bread bakery be-
hind the main spaces of the eastern side.

The entrance of the house, located at its south-
western corner, includes a portico and a vestibule
and leads to a corner of the courtyard. On the sec-
ond floor of the vestibule, a room exists which
communicates with a flanking room of the southern
side of the house. The house has another entrance
at its southeastern corner, which leads to the court-
yard via the stable. Patches of the lavish colored
stucco carvings of the Courtyard facades have col-
lapsed in the course of time. During restoration op-
eraticns in 1357 and 1364 AS, this decoration was
temporarily stabilized and prevented from further
detericration, but its conditions are still inappropri-
ate. The facades of the house also exhibit numer-
ous latticed doors and windows adorned with poly-
chrome stained glass and tessellated woodwork,
most of which have unfortunately been badly dam-
aged. The design of the courtyard, which has cre-
ated an adequate view for the two main reception
halls, includes an elongated rectangular central
pool flanked by four flower beds.
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Haj Mosawer-ol-Molki House 29 Courtyard Southoastor Side

30 Courtyard South-westem Cormer
Ayﬂtﬂ'"ﬂh Kashani ﬂVE., Shahid Eafahani St-, HuEastern Reception-hall

Mahalle-ye No St., Posht-e Bimarestan blind alley 32 Eastarn Reception-hall

33aImterior Decoration
3o Hose-khaneh

This mansion combines various spaces [aid out the northwestern part of the mansion and houses g
aleng the four sides of rectangular Courtyard. The shallow central reception hall whose shah-neshin
most important of these sPaces display a different has been transformed INto a separate room, On the
facade and are located on the southeastern side of second floor of this side. and above the reception
the house, the first to come into view when entering hall, a large mahtab widens the courtyard and
the courtyard. This side consists of g wo stories- gives it a distinctive appearance. Two reoms |lo-
high reception haj with a shah-neshin flanked by cated on the upper floor at the northern and west-
two pairs of adjoining rooms on two floors, Adorned 8rn corners of the house open toward this mahtah
with colored stucco carvings, mirror-works and A shallow pillared ejyan located at the extremity of
Mogqamas decorations, this hall constitutes the the mahtahi along the main axis of the courtyard
most atlractive space of the mansion and overlooks has in fact created g shah-neshin for the eivan.

the courtyard through a Jar ge five-paneled sashed Each of the mansion's hortheastern and southwest-
window, Each of the goosfvar rooms offers a view ern sideés houses a central reception hall flanked by
af the courtyard through a sashed window running twWo sefi-daris. These halls are two stories high and
all the langth of the room and has access 1o the re. have access to the courtyard through wooden
Ceptlion hall. The Numerous sashegd windows which sashed windows. Atop the seh-daris of these sides,
OCCUpY most of the facade of this side have created other rooms exist which receive no light from the
an almost entirely wooden facade distinctly different courtyard. These two sides have identical facades,
from the other facades of the edifice. The existence Carved stone plinths running along the base of the
of & curved crown atop the facade of the reception facades surrounding the courtyard and brick-work
hall emphasizes the iImportance of this part of the decorations at the Upper end of the walls have ho-
house. And corridors adjacent to the reception hall mogenized the facades of the mansion's different

- of this side separate its entrance from that of the sides, :

olher spaces of the house. . Located at its northern corner and consisting of g
At the southern carner of the mansion, a two sto- portico and a vestibule shared with the adjacent
res-high Cross-shaped fose-khaneh with a central houses, the main entrance of the mansion leads to
octaganal pool angd handsome light  apertures a corner of the Courtyard through g Succession of
through the roof creates a pleasant atmosphere for two perpendicular corridors. A simpler entrance
the inhabitants of the house. This room’s walls and also exists on the northeastern side which leads to
ceiling exhibit varioys slucco carvings and mogar- a corner of the courtyard through a carridor. Along
Nas decorations. The hose-khaneh is connected on its path, this entrance also gives access to the re-
ts upper floor to one of the adjoining rooms of the ception halls on this side of the mansion. et an-
southeastern side of the mansion. This side's other other entrance leads directly to the eastern corner
adjoining raom also enjoys the view of g small yard of the courtyard through a corridor, The courtyard
an the upper floor at the eastern corner of the has a large pool facing the reception hall aof the
house. southeastern side and two rectangular flower beds
Anather important spatial ensemble s located on lie on either side of its mdin axis,
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David House

Qinan District, Dagiqi Ave., Shahid Rahimi Ave.,

Tabrizi-ha Ave., Aga-Davari St.

The enclosed spaces of the mansion are laid out
along the four sides of a rectangular courtyard. The
most important spatial ensemble of the house s
located on the northern side of the courtyard and
includes a two-stories high cross-shaped reception
hall flanked by four seh-daris disposed on two lev-
els. On the first floor, these rooms look upon the
courtyard through an eivancheh and, on the other
-Side, are connected to the central hall. On the sec-
ond floor, they have access to the space of the
central hall via small intermediary rooms. The
domed ceiling of the reception hall displays hand-
some mogarnas decorations.

The southern side of the mansion consists of a
semi-open central space flanked by two seh-daris,
with a ravag running all along it. As concerns the
divisions of its facade, this side is entirely similar to
the facade of the northern side, except that it is only
ane story high. The spaces of the western side do
not follow any particular order; several rooms and
passages are aggregated so that a corridor
emerges in the middle of the facade. Mevertheless,
this side has a regular facade and it appears that
later alterations are responsible for the present

36 Courtyard and Morthem Side

37. Courtyard and Southern Side

38 Partial View of Western Side

38. Ceiling Decoration of Morthern Reception
Hall

haphazard arrangement of its sSpaces.

The entrance path and the type of access o the
mansicn’s various parts are among its outstanding
features. The entrance is located on the northeast-
ern corner of the house, and the space of its vesti-
bule has a square base. Starting at this vestibule =
long corridor runs all along the eastern side befare
reaching the courtyard of the southefn side. The
entrance vestibule also has access to one of the
seh-daris located on the northern side. The eastern
side of the courtyard is the only decorated wall
erected in front of the entrance corridor, and it
emulates the divisions of its opposite facade.

The main courtyard of the mansion features a pool
in front of the northern side and a large flower bed
which covers almost the entire courtyard. A small
yard is located at the southwestern corner of the
house the northern side of which includes a sef-
darf and a pillared eivan, and the southern side of
which houses a hose-khaneh. The northern and
southern facades of this courtyard have similar divi-
sions, and its western side is merely a wall with a
facade.
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Dr. A‘lam’s House

Takhti Crossroads, Jamal-ed-Din ‘Abd-or-Razzaq Ave.,
Shahid Ma’man poor St., Shahid Tajsuqi blind alley

This is an aristocratic mansion from the Qajar pe-
riod, to which its varied and extensive decoration
attests.

The mansion's large courtyard is surrounded by
closed spaces. The northern side is taller and mare
prominent than the rest and includes a large central
reception hall with shah-neshin flanked by two seh-
daris. A pillared efvan spans this side of the court-
yard, its facade culminating in front of the reception
hall in a semi-circular crest which gives a particu-
larly attractive appearance to this part of the edifice.
The walls and ceiling of this side’s central reception
hall are abundantly decorated with stucco carvings,
gilding and mirror-works, and two ventilation shafts
flank its shaf-neshin, drawing fresh air into this
space. This hall opens toward its facing eivan
through a tall and large seven-paneled sashed win-
dow and has access to a pair of adjacent ante-
chambers through beautifully inlaid doors. The seh-
daris of this side, just like the reception hall, are two
stories high and, besides opening on the ejvan
through three doors, also have windows opening
outward at the upper level.

The southern side of the house, just like its oppo-
site side, has a pillared ejvan facing a haft-dari re-
ception hall. This long, narrow hall spans the entire
length of this side and used to serve as the man-
sion's dining room. The seven doors of this hall
display khorshidis topped by tessellated stained-
glass light apertures which create 2 warm, intimate
atmosphere.

The eastern and western sides of the courtyard fol-
low similar divisions and proportions. In both sides,
a central reception hall is. flanked by two seh-dars.
A five-paneled sashed window constitutes the fa-

40z Morthern and Westem Sides of Courtyard
41 Courtyard Western Side

42:Western Side Orosi

43-Sofreh-khanah of Southern Side
44=Northern Side Reception Hall

45.Ravag of Courtyard Morthern Side

46 Courtyard Northern Side

47 Westarn Side Panj-dar

48:Entrance Ceiling

cade of the western side reception hall, and the re-
ception hall of the eastern side opens on the court-
yard through three large wooden windows. The re-
ception hall and the seh-daris of the western side
exhibit stucco carvings, gilding, mirror-work and
profusely adorned wall furnaces. The roofs of the
eastern, western and southern sides are topped by
spacious mahtabis whose back walls display brick
arcades. The balustrade of the rooftop of these
three sides is made of pierced tiles and the rooftop
of the northern side is edged by abundantly deco-
rated wooden torrehs. All the facades of the man-
sion exhibit tile-work decorations and the stone pil-
lars of the northern and southern sides are adorned
from pedestal to capital with carved decorations. A
long pool lying along the main axis of the courtyard
and two flower beds flanking it have created a be-
coming vista for the reception halls of the northern
and southern sides.

The forecourt of the mansion’s entrance, loccated on
its northeastern corner, is in the shape of a half oc-
tagon. The entrance vestibule is connected to 2
long corrider which runs behind the spaces of the
western side and gives access to the courtyard
through one of the corridors of this side. Other
spaces, such as a kitchen, a doroshkeh-khaneh
and rooems for servants and watchmen, existed be-
hind this side and were connected with the court-
yard through another corridor. These spaces have
crumbled and disappeared in the course of time,
The northern side houses a cellar which is lit from

~the courtyard through wooden windows. This

space contains a central marble pocl and consti-

‘tutes a pleasant, cool summer resting place for the

inhabitants of the mansion,
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Dehdashti House

Chahar-Bagh-e Pa’in Ave., Jahan-nama St.,

Sepah blind alley

The spaces of the mansion are disposed on the
four sides of a relatively large rectangular court-
yard. The most important part of the building occu-
pies the northern side of the courtyard. This side
comprises a central reception hall flanked by two
small connecting seh-daris. Two eivanchehs facing
the connecting rooms, two rooms behind therm and
a shah-neshin behind the reception hall complete
this ensemble. Wooden doors connect these
spaces, so that a large space is created from the
amalgamation of several varied ones. The reception
hall at the center of this side displays a beautiful
sashed window facing the courtyard. A small pool
in front of this hall presents the viewer with an ex-
guisite reflection of this window.

The southern side of the mansion houses three
seh-daris, but the divisions of their facades are

4% Courtyard Northern Side
50 Reception Hall

&1 Courtyard Southern Side
520 An Interior Space

53, Courtyard Western Side

similar to those of its opposite side. Two corridors
run between these three rooms, one leading to the
adjacent house and the other giving access to the
house. The entrance space had a vestibule in
common with the adjacent house, but it has been
demolished.

The spaces of the western side include a panj-dari,
two flanking seh-daris and the corridors between
them. The pillared eivan facing the panj-dari and the:
two eivanchehs in front of the seh-daris are inter-
connected, forming, as it were, an arcade running
along the entire length of this side. The hose-
khaneh, the kitchen and a backyard are located
behind the seh-dari and panj-daris. One of the cor-
ridars of this side has access to the fose-khaneh.
The hose-khaneh is also connected to the kitchen,
which in turn has access to a small backyard.
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Zovelian House

Qinan District, Daqgiqgi Ave., Shahid Rahimi Ave.,

Tabrizi-ha Ave.

The spaces of the mansion are laid out along the
four sides of a rectangular courtyard. All the court-
yard's sides are two stories high, but the northern
and southern sides are slightly taller.

The western side of the mansion consists of a vast
caniral reception hall flanked by two eivanchehs. It
appears that this hall initially was cross-shaped,
and that its northern portion was separated from it
during subsequent alterations. The eivancheh lo-
cated on the southern side of the reception hall has
also been transformed into a small room. On the
second floor of this side, two adjoining roems ex-
tend above the eivanchehs and the northern and
southern parts of the reception hall, and overlook
the latter through wooden latticed windows. Alsc on
the second floor of the reception hall’s shah-neshin,
a pillared alcove is connected on either side with
the adjoining rooms. The reception hall at the cen-
ter of this =side has a tall sashed window which
apens on the courtyard, and the adjoining rooms
are likewise connected to the courtyard through
smaller sashed windows, Thus, a large area of this
side’s facade consists of wooden sashed windows
and appears different from the rest.

The northern side consists of three seh-dars and
an eivar. The eivan sits amid the three rooms and
assures their access. These are topped by three
other rooms which overlook the courtyard through
latticed stained glass wooden windows. The rooms
on the upper floor have low ceilings and are cov-

54, Courdyard Norlh-westarmn Corner -
53: Courtyard Martharn Side

56: Courtyard South-western Corner
57=Western Reception-hall

58:4 Sel-dar Hoom

ered in the tag-o-tavizeh manner.

The southern side of the courtyard includes a cen-
tral reception hall flanked by two rooms. Adjoining
the courtyard, the reception hall has a shah-neshin-
like space which opens on the courtyard by a
wooden sashed window. The two flanking rooms
are as tall as the reception hall and receive light
through windows above their doors. These two
rooms are different in size but have identical sym-
metrical facades. Today, parts of the windows of
one of these rooms have been walled, upsetting the
symmetry of this side’s facade.

The closed spaces located on the two floors of the
eastern side of the courtyard have no windows to-
ward the courtyard and only a row of narrow
wooden windows assure the second floor rooms’
lighting. On the mansion’s second floor, rooms are
built above the street adjoining its eastern side
which today belong to a neighboring church. The
mansion’s entrance is located in this street and
leads the visitor past a portal and vestibule 1o a
corner of the courtyard. The portal and vestibule
display rasmi-bandi decorations and frescoes on
plaster. The walls and ceilings of both the reception
halls of the mansion's southern and western sides
are also covered with gafar-band/ decorations and
frescoes on plaster. The facades of these two sides
exhibit minor stuccg carvings and painted wooden
torrehs.
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Sartipi House

Malek Ave.

This mansion’s closed spaces are laid out along
three sides of a rectangular courtyard, the northern
and southern sides being taller than the third. The
most important space of the house is the reception
hall of the northern side, which is in the shape of a
half cross and has full access to a pair of seh-daris
flanking it. The plaster surfaces of this reception
hall’s ceiling and walls exhibit a profusion of fres-
coes. The ceiling is adorned with an elaborate
fresco inspired from European paintings. The walls
of this space are adorned with two rows of gatar-
bandfl. and it has access to the courtyard through a
three-paneled sashed window.

The height and divisions of the southern side's fa-
cade are totally similar to those of jis opposite side,
but their spaces are not. The southern side includes
three seh-daris and two antechambers situated

58 Courtyard and Mortherm Side
60z Courtyard Southemn Side
61alnterior Decoration

62c Morthem Side Recoption Hall

between them. The seh-daris of the northern and
southern sides rise as high as the reception hall of
the mansion, and their height has made it possible
to install light apertures above the doors opening
toward the courtyard.

The western side of the mansion houses two
rooms, each having access through a small door to
the courtyard and through larger ones to a com-
mon corridor. The house is accessed through a
corridor located at the middle of this side. Another
entrance also exists at the southeastern corner of
the house. The facades of this mansion are simply
whitewashed, with stucco carving decoration ap-
pearing cnly in the facades of the sef-daris of the
northern side. The plinths of the northern and east-
ern sides display carved scenes.
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Sookiassian House

Qinan District, Daqiqi Ave., Shahid Rahimi Ave,,

Tabrizi-ha Ave., Aga-Davari St.

This mansion dates back to the Safavid period and
foday houses the Restoration Faculty of the Univer-
sitv of Arl. The edifice consists of a large elongated
courtvard and spaces laid out along its northern
and southern sides. The southern side, which in-
cludes more important spaces, overlooks another
courtyard from ancther side. This side consists of a
pillared eivan standing in front of a handsome hose-
khaneh. Two seh-daris with different depths but
equally overlooking the main courtyard flank this
eivan. and behind each of them stands anather
roern connected with the other courtyard,

The hose-khaneh is two stories high and sur-
rounded on both levels by alcoves. On the Upper
floor, these alcoves merge into an area running all
around the central part of the hose-khaneh. The
space of the hose-khaneh opens toward the pillared
eivan facing it through a tall sashed window and
toward the courtyard located on the southern side
through a wooden door. The hose-khaneh and its

63 Courtyard Southern Side

8o Hose-khaneh of Southern Side
B5: Southarn Side Eivan

66: Courtyard Scuth-western Camer
B7¢Zoutharn Efvan

surrounding alcoves display kar-bandj decorations
and frescoes inspired from European painting
styles. The ceiling and walls of the columnar eivan
of this side also exhibit a profusion of frescoes. The
reom on the eastern side of the hose-khaneh has
ledges and recesses in the form of various vessels,
similar to those found on the upper floor of the " Ali-
Qapu in Esfahan.

The northern side of the mansion, which follows an
asymmetrical layout, also includes a pillared eivan,
aroom behind it, a kitchen and the ensemble of the
entrance spaces. The square-based entrance ves-
tibule leads through a corrider to the courtyard of
the mansicn and is connecled with the kitchen
space. Yazdi-bandi decorations distinguish the
portal of this entrance and its flanking arcades from
those of neighboring houses. The facades of the
mansion's courtyards are faced with sim-gel. Vast
flower beds cover a large area at the center of the
mansicn’s courtyard, which features no pool.
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Sheikh-ol-Eslam House

Takhti Crossroads, Jamal-ed-Din ‘Abd-or-Razzaq Ave.,

Sheikh-ol-Eslam St.

The mansion has a very large courtyard on the
northern and southern sides of which its principal
spaces are built. This courtyard was often used to
hold religious ceremonies and its layout differs from
that of other houses in Esfahan. Thus, a relatively
small pool lies before the northern eivan and is
flanked by two octagonal flower beds.

The most important space of the mansion is a large
pillared eivan located at the center of the southern
side of the courtyard. This eivan and its two adjoin-
ing rooms constitute the tallest part of the house,
and its sloping roof further adds to this height. The
particular architectural style of this part of the man-
sion distinguishes it from its contemporary houses.
The wide span of the eivan has transformed its
space into the continuation of the open space of the
courtyard, and the existence of a pool and water
spouts within the space of the eivan emphasizes
this continuity. A large shah-neshin is located at the

- end of the eivan and is connected to another space

behind it. The shah-neshin is also flanked by two
rooms which communicate from one side with the
aivan and from another with the shah-neshin. These

68 Courtyard Seuthem Side
69c Columned Eivan of Southern Side
T0:Celumned Eivan of Southern Sido
T1eCourtyard Northern Side

rooms differ in their forms, dimensions and revet-
ments. The various stucco carvings, mirror-works
and mogarnas adornments of the eivan and shah-
neshin emphasize the importance of this part of the
mansion.

The northern side of the courtyard is one story high.
Its central reception hall overlooks the courtyard
through a five-paneled sashed window and is
flanked by two seh-daris. The western side of the
courtyard consists of a shallow central eivan
flanked by two alcoves where the spectators of
mourning ceremonies used to sit. The eastern side
of the courtyard comprises a full-length sitting
ledge and a seh-dari, and its wall replicates the di-
visions of the western side.

At the southwestern corner of the mansion, a small
courtyard communicates with the main courtyard
through a narrow corridor. The northern and east-
ern sides of this courtyard consist of a reception
hall and a seh-dari, respectively. The entrance of
the mansion has g vestibule used in common with
the neighboring house and accessing the courtyard
at ite northwestern corner.
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Sheikh Harandi House
Qiam Sq., Haruniyeh Ave.

This mansion consists of single-storied spaces laid
out on the northern, southern and western sides of
a rectangular courtyard, and a Aose-khaneh is lo-
cated at the northeastern corner of the ensemble.
The northern side of the mansion comprises a cen-
tral room flanked by two seb-dark. The seh-darsk
have different depths but their facades are identical
and both access the courtyard through eivanchehs.
The central room of this side receives light from the
courtyard through a large wooden window. The
southern side of the courtyard consists of a central
panj-dari reception hall flanked by two rooms. The
facades of the courtyard are simply whitewashed
with plaster, and only the railing of the roof of the
southern side exhibits pierced tile-work decoration,

On the western side, new spaces have replaced the

722 Courtyard Northern Side
T3a5outhern Roception-hall
TdaMNaortharn Reception-hail
75z Courtyard Southarn Side

original ones, now demolished. The major part of
the eastern side consists of a faced wall, and only a
sef-darfand a corridor leading to the hose-khaneh
at the northeastern corner of the house exist here.
The hose-khaneh is a two stories-high square
Space surrounded by alcoves. On its eastern and
western parts, the fose-khaneh is, flanked by two
rooms which overlook its space through tessellated
sashed windows. A water reservoir is located in the
southern part of the Aose-khaneh, and a pool exists
in the alcove on the second floor of this part. The
walls of the hose-khaneh bear gilding and gatar-
bandi decorations below the ceiling, and its
wooden pillars have mogarnas capitals. An octago-
nal light aperture in the roof assures the lighting of
this space.
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overlooked both courtyards. The door opening on
the exterior section has now been walled and the
hall now only belongs to the interior section. This
reception hall is the most important part of the inte-
rior section and it displays mirror-work and gilding.
Both adjoining rooms flanking it on the upper floar
overlook it through oross. These rooms also open
on the courtyard an are lit from it through other
sashed windows.

Each of the eastern and western sides of the inte-
rior courtyard consists of a shallow pillared eivan
with a reception hall behind it and flanked by two
rooms. The eivans of these sides have undergone
alterations in recent decades. Two rooms are lo-
caled above the corridors and part of these sides’
sivans. On the western side, one of the rooms for-
merly served as an abdar-khaneh, and the exis-
tence of a well and a water tank in it is interesting.
Today this space is used as a bathroom.

The southern side of the interior section consists of
a reception hall faced by a pillared eivan and
flanked by two rooms. According to the owner of
the house, the spaces of this side had gradually
fallen in ruin and were restored to their original state
during the past 50 years. The kitchen is located at
the southwestern corner of the courtyard and its
ancient oven and stoves have been preserved.

The interior section has entrances on two sides.
Past 2 bend at its end, the long corridor of the firs
entrance of the ensemble reaches the interior
courtyard, and the second entrance leads from the
southwestern corner of the house, past two per-
pendicular corridors, 10 a corner of the courtyard.
The interior courtyard includes a large central pool
surrounded by four flower beds. Round pocls are
rarely seen in houses from this period.
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‘Akkafzadeh House

Vali-e ‘Asr Ave., Masjed-e Ezhe’i-ha St.

The ensemble of this mansion comprises exterior
and an interior sections which have been separated
during the past half century and are presently
owned by the Akkafzadeh and Sharif families.

The exterior section includes a small central court-
yard around which the closed spaces are laid out.
The most important space of this part is the recep-
tion hall of its northern side, in which a semi-
octagonal shah-neshin rises one story high. An-
other room is visible on the upper level of the shaf-
neshin. The walls and ceiling of the reception hall
are covered with mogarnas, stucco carving, gilding
and mirror-work decorations, and the room above
the shah-neshin displays frescoes and rasmi-bandi
adornments. Unusually, the reception hall opens on
the courtyard along its width, through three carved
orosis. Two efvanchehs flank the reception hall and
are topped by adjoining rooms opening on the re-
ception hall through sashed windows,

T6aSecond Courtyard View from, the Roof

TToWastern Side of Second Courtyard

7Bz MNorthern Side of Main Courtyard

T9aMorthern Reception-hall of Second
Courtyard

80:Main Courtyard Recaption Hall

The western side of the exterior courtyard consists
of a cross-shaped central reception hall flanked by
two sefi-daris. The eastern side displays divisions
similar to those of its cpposite facade and houses
three seh-daris of varying depths and corridors
between them. One of the sef-daris formerly served
4s an abdar-khaneh and has now been partly
transformed intc a bathroom.

The house is accessed from its eastern side, and
the entrance vestibule, located at its northeastern
corner, is connected to a long corridor running all
the way behind the eastern side. Midway along this
corridor, past a second vestibule, the exterior
courtyard can be accessed.

The southern side of the exterior courtyard includes
spaces which all look toward the interior courtyard.
The reception hall at the center of this side was the
sole junction between the interior and exterior sec-
tions and had two sashed windows through which it
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Qodsiyeh House

Chahar-Bagh-e Pa’in Ave., Banki St.

As the owner of the mansion asserts, in view of the
frescoes and decaration of its southern and north-
ern reception halls, parts of this building date back
to the Safavid period. Two inscriptions in the north-
©rn reception hall are dated 1084 AH and 1265 AH.
Doubts exist as to whether the first inscription be-
longs to the original building or was moved here
from somewhere else. The first primary school in
Esfahan, established in 1297 AS by Mirza Abd-ol-
Hossein Qodsi, was relocated into this mansion in
1310 AS. This school was active until 1326 AS, and
the building is still also known as the Qodsiyeh
School.

The spaces of this edifice are laid out along the four

81 Courtyard and Morthemn Side
82, Courtyard Western Side
83c Courtyard Southern Side

Bda A Seh-dari Room
&5 Interior Decoration

sides of its large courtyard, the most important be-
ing located on the northern and southern sides,
These sides are taller than the eastern and western
ones. The southern sides consists of a cross-
shaped reception hall flanked by two seh-dars. A
large shah-neshin at the end of the reception hall is
also included in this ensemble. The spaces of this
side bear various mogarnas, yazai-bandy painting
and gilding decorations. The reception hall is two
stories high and the two flanking sep-darks are
topped by two other seh-dars which do not com-
municate with the reception hall and only overlook
the courtyard.



flaall s 4 oS aslall Ll a o5 bl seal dlas pas Ay bibs

o] it g leolaiills (g 5] a0 LgaS blea 4gan

9 K e Y5 S Jals 6la sl Bl (3 b
o 4 s el T (g g3 59 g0 4w GBI 50 5 ke
oS ge e BT o gl 5 aailpl ook o Lalsi
(S 55 maS Glals led B gl g ol e Gl 16
bt SN Sk (g 9 Sl g Sl e Sl
Sl (gl i) uSolt Sans pun sl sty oo b 5 55
ity (55l amo s pdad ) sl 05 e) S nk e 00 558 (5 S0
el B saaliS &l

s blie slales ol ol bla osia o8 P2
ol (S b1 wleud g3lela Fas b8 slalaile b g
1 Bl ¢yl cstales sl slo WL 035 S0l 5 Lale
o Jolit Lla silaiats sas sl suly 2 e F.eRL R
Sl o Jo sl 4l 53 5 Hlad L YU 2l 0 oSS
ol leal Slibladia a5 Gty 5 bl oo ol (J oo g0
el 43358 15 1 et ds oG

38 o Do G B Jlad 4B S TGOS 00
iy 40 &S o T maty 50 (S oS Ll 0w Jollis2 50
Ol g g DB 4l e o) 2l s Llis &0 o g (Y
s Sl | GLA g (AE el st Lla 5 A
JLJ;HLJ«;L:.UJAL@:.JWMMLI_P;L‘;)AJ
ot Jlad L8 8 50 (50500 s il Ola Liiges LS e
bla 5 lhs gn jalae 301 OLS o glalas 4 4S5 Sl

1S e pales Subs

B I I B L e L

e g ama 4 ol st LEES o) B8 5 Aled slate
e pans ol .zaal adly Sl '-‘JL@%_\LJJMBM‘_HM
bl o g0 dem 30 gu g Bl o S5 aules (V8 JulS
€ opn Koo ls S GE o) blia o oM L3I (ol oo
LLYG 3 (50 daw 301 4S5 sl o il tia (50500 slalas
Glas g S b TG ok GBIy rled cutin S S Doba S
Y5 LBl 5o 1800 (s e BN Sa g0 Lot e sdke 3l b))
Cpda .;HHMJ-_'LLAMJ:A;;JGE;&J; shadd gu S
S S ju ol 0 G 5 5k slabidd B gMe gaae i 5
3 e s 2ol T Gmbe sla o D5l Py y i S 13
G peos) 30 So L 4z gamo ol Blae VB T g osmy 4 e
Sl g saS dides gl g o pn oS s Lol Lo
il UG s Jlads b S o Olas ga o (5 anS ais
5Ol o als ot o gm Lidd Gpl bl oo S plio
ssd Gl o ) sladtud 5 Sata sl osas b o808
G ol oo g3 2 S35 5 0w 3k I 2le) Sl S Wb
| Gl o Sii (sl g2 b (ol 3d s s nSals T a0
Kooyl ala cula ble bl e Holas sl 301 S
st B bse € sl dpa Gal 5o Sl sl slalaa
o bl ol ae] (Gl o @5 8 sla BT Bl s g1 488
Bl 5l g Sol (50 e SLGET L wsa (a5 ok k2]
e Jusie 301 sy i s 50 o0 509 4w G130
G owo g e Bl il GBI e nasly bl ol ot Ggun 0

ol sled Lol ol st e it 5 U1 Lol s ans Ll




L AF

g b slagpa o L

o

VYo

56

o

Tri-dimensional Projection

(S




s
et

Flaor Plan

i



‘.:I.“-I-.-HI'GJ_’AL ,uﬁ_)._l
Section A_A

JAL_HL uJ'L.u.'ﬁ ‘H n:h.l"'\'II

88
ATy
54
lbaa 3 55 gm0 A v




s

Aq
L LLL:;..:
‘,-*L-Du...u.a

l‘.'l.!?I
=

Iy .;_-_,l._'.;.;




E-Esdpes 0,
Section C_C

e | ' e
"'\ [ — r‘r] &:j ,,;i E'ﬂ.l
i, ms 11' 'b k| I as l i i |'1“ W'II | l||k iilil |
il [T | | | I| I rJ1I|| I”i (H SRR L |,1 II |'|r|'|‘“| al i |i|
(i |.II | (i I‘ | | | _u__ ) Tl GLAY | L I
101
\TREY Am

- gl gas 5
Section B_R

=5 ltf r_II_!J_l_J"‘J

o ‘r:ﬁr*j
o) |!| 'T|I“"'II

Efmk i




Is a mere arcade-adorned wall.

The eastern side of the main courtyard consists of a
cross-shaped central reception hall flanked by two
seh-darks. These spaces are accessed through e/iv-
anchahs and corridors running between them. The
reception hall on this side exhibits a profusion of
colored stucco carvings, mirror-work and mogar-
nas, as well as handsome stained glass sashed
windows in its lateral walls. The sashed window
beside the shah-neshin probably opened on an-
other open space, whereas this connection has
now been cut and a wall erected instead.

The western and southern sides of the main court-
yard, just as their opposite facades. are faced with
shallow arcades. The stone plinth at the base of the
facades and the decorative brick-work at the top of
the walls have linked the facades surrounding the
courtyard. The landscaping of the courtyard in-

Al 4 Y5 4N

cludes a small pool in front of the reception hall of
the nerthern side and two elongated flower beds
along the main axis of the courtyard. Thus, the
principal view of the courtyard is located opposite
its northern side.

The mansion’s entrance is located at its northeast-
ern corner It includes a portico and a small vard lies
behind it, giving access to the octagonal courtya-d
through a long corridor. It appears that this part
and the octagonal courtyard acted as the exterior
section of the mansion. Another corridor assures
the connection between the octagonal courtyard
and the main courtyard. The mansion has another
entrance on its northwestern corner which gives
access to the hose-khaneh, its adjacent room and
the octagonal courtyard.
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Karimi House

Vali-e ‘Asr Ave., Ahmad-Abad District., Nezam-ol-Molk St.,

Dar-ol-Batikh St.

This mansion comprises a rectangular courtyard
and spaces located on its northern and eastern
sides, the latter being the most important ensemble
of the house. This ensemble consists of a cross-

shaped central reception hall flanked by two seh-

dars. In addition to the courtyard, these rooms
overlook other spaces from their other side, so that
the sef-dar on the eastern side of the reception
hall is connected with a small octagonal yard and
the one on its eastern side with a Aose-khaneh, In
addition, another sef-dari is located between the
hose-khanefr and the octagonal yard. Thus, an en-
semble of closed and open spaces are beautifully
composed in such a way that, when the doors be-
tween them are opened, a vast varied space is
created. The reception hall in the middle of this en-
semble gains access to the main courtyard through
& sashed window and has a domed ceiling and

86 Courtyard Eastorn and Merthern Sides
87c Courtyard MNorthern Side

880 Courtyard Eastern Side

889c Octagonal Courtyard

90 Interior Decoration

81z Marthern Side Reception Hall

some stucco carving decoration.

The hose-khaneh is located at the northwestern
corner of the reception hall and is octagonal. This
space incorporates a central hexagonal pool and a
roof light aperture with tessellated stained glass
windows which are beautifully reflected in the pool.
A bad-gir rising above this space blows cool air
from the hose-khanef toward the adjacent rooms.
Ancther handsome space in this mansion is an oc-
tagonal courtyard with a decorative central octago-
nal pool. As already mentioned, this courtyard is
connected on its western and southern sides with
the sef-dars of this side. There also are another
seh-dari on the eastern side and three intercon-
nected rooms on the northern side. The latter
rooms receive no light and have no view of the
courtyard. Their ceilings display yazdi-bandi deco-
rations, but the facade of this side of the courtyard
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Kahkeshan House

Ebn-e Sina Ave., Shahshahan St., Masjed-

The spaces of this mansion are laid out along three
sides of its central courtyard. The northern side is
two stories high and consists of a central reception
hall flanked by two sef-dars. Each of these sep-
dars is fronted by an esvanchen topped by a room.
These upper floor rooms overlook the courtyard

through sashed windows which have been badly

damaged. The reception hall of this side has a
shah-neshirrlike Space abutting the courtyard and
overlooking the courtyard through three identical
windows,

On the western side, the courtyard has protruded
into the closed Spaces, creating an open space
with an octagonal pool in its middle and appearing
as a roofless hose-khaneh. The rooms on either
side of this space overlook it as well as the main
Courtyard of the mansion, which is accessed
through this part. Thus, passing through a vestibyle
and a corridor, one reaches an elvancheh in a cor-
ner of this part of the courtyard. The mansion's
Kitchen and a water well are located at its north-
western corner. On the upper floor of this part lies a

e Jame’ st,

92=Courtyard Morthern and Eastem Sides
93.Courtyard Eastern Side

94:-Courtyard Western Side

95: Courtyard Morthem Sida

96:MNorthern Side Raception Hall

97 Eastern Side Panj-ciarf

88z Kitchen

terrace yard toward which the room on the western
side of the northern side’s reception hall opens.
This terrace yard s surrounded by a sep-dari and
other spaces which have created an altogether in-
dependent part in the mansion. It is interesting that
the well of the house is also usable on this floor.
This part has an entrance of its own on its adjacent
street,

The eastern side of the courtyard consists of a cen-
tral pany-dariflanked by two sefr-dars, the southern
one having a distinctive appearance. This space
displays stucco carving and gilding adornments
and is accessed by way of its adjacent pLani-dari
The western side of the courtyard is a grid wall re-
built in receat years lattice. The facades of the
courtyard have a sim-ge/ revetment and painted
wooden forrefis are visible on the wall of the north-
ern side. This mansion has been restored by the
Cultural Heritage Office of Esfahan Province in re-
cent years and presently houses some depart-
ments of this office.
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Labbaf House

‘Allameh Majlessi Ave., Moshir Fatemi St.,

Esfahan blind alley

The spaces of the mansion are laid out on three
sides of its vast courtyard, the northern side being
the tallest and most important. This side consists of
a cross-shaped reception hall flanked by two
rocms. The reception hall opens on the courtyard
through three wooden doors and has access on
two other sides to its surrounding spaces. The
room on the east of the reception hall is also con-
nected with another one behind it. A pillared eivan
spans the entire distance between the spaces of
this side and the courtyard. Spaces similar to those
on the ground floor exist underground, receiving
light from the courtyard through a row of windows.
The two stories-high space of the hose-khaneh is
Iocated at the northeastern corner of the mansion
and is connected on both floors to various spaces,
On its weslern side, the hose-khaneh also has full
access to the rooms of the mansion’s northern side.
Ancther important spatial ensemble of the mansion
stands on the eastern side of the courtyard. This
ensemble consists of a central cross-shaped re-
ception hall flanked by two do-daris and two seh-
daris standing at the ends of this side. The ensem-

89 Courtyard Morhern Side

1000 Courtyard Merthern Side
101:Ravag of Northern Side

102 Nerthern Side Reception Hall

ble of the reception hall and its flanking rooms are
connected by numercus doors and windows. Two
shallow pillared eivans are located on either side of
the reception hall, cpposite the rooms of this side.
The southern side consists of the mansion's service
spaces, including the bathroom, kitchen and stable,
and there is also access to the house on this side.
The house has entrances from two thoroughfares,
both of which lead through a corridor to a corner of
the courtyard. The entrance on the southwestern
corner has a portico and is followed by a backyard
that is walled today, so that today the house can be
entered only through its southern entrance. The fa-
cades of the house are unadorned and only the
brick plinth of the northern facade bears mo "aggefi
decorations, The existence of numerous pillars in
the facade of the northern side and the eivans of
the eastern side has harmonized and unified the
facades of these two sides of the courtyard. The
courtyard of the mansion includes a round central
pocl surrounded by four flower beds; a compasi-
tion rarely seen in houses.
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Marta Peters House

Jolfa District, Hakim Nezami Av,, Mehrdad Ave,

103 Sauthern Side of Main Caurty;

104, Morthern Side of Majn Coury s

Iﬂanourtyard and Easter Side

1060 A Soh-gay o Main Courtyare
Side

107 Partial View of Main Coubyarg
Side
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Vasiq Ansari House

Hatef Ave., Golbahar Ave., Moshir St., Vasiq blind alley

This edifice was built some 150 years ago by the
patriarch of the Vasig Ansari family, then chief tax-
collector at the court of Zell-os-Soltan, the governor
of Esfahan. w ranks among the city’s finest Qajar-
period mansions. The type and compaosition of the
various spaces of this house, as well as its exten-
sive and varied decoration, are distinctive points in
this building.

The most important part of the house is located on
the northern side of the courtyard. Here, as is usual
in Esfahan mansions, a central reception hall is
flanked on the upper floor by two adjoining rooms,
but, quite unusually, it opens rearward on another,
perhaps even more important, reception hall. The
latter hall, in turn, opens on two other reception
halls which flank it. Each of this side’s four recep-
tion halls exhibits original and beautiful adorn-
ments. The hall adjoining the courtyard overlooks it
through a tall five-paneled sashed window and its
flanking adjcining rooms also look upon it through
delicate sashed windows. The walls and ceiling of
this reception hall bear mogarnas, qatar-bandi
decorations and gilding and it is connected by an-
other sashed window to the cross-shaped recep-
tion hall behind it. The cross-shaped reception hall
is decorated with wallpaper pasted all over its walls
and ceiling; a very rare device in the houses of the
period. This hall is connected to its flanking halls by
two identical contiguous doors. One of these halls
communicates with the hose-khaneh sitting at the
northeastern corner of the mansion. The Aose-
khanef, which is the tallest part of the ensemble
and rises three stories high, is surrounded by al-
coves disposed on two levels. The Aose-khanefis
lighting is assured through the windows of the up-
per floor alcoves.

108: Courtyard Morthern Side
109. Marthern Side Reception H:
110:An Interior Space

111 oA Fanf-dari Room

112: An Interior Space

1130 Hose-Fhanofr

1140 Interier Dacoration

The eastern side of the courtyard consti
other important spatial ensemble in this
and includes a cross-shaped central rece
flanked by two sef-dars as well as eivanc
antechambers between these spaces. Tt
tion hall of this side differs from the other
the house in its arrangement of ledges
walls and ceiling are richly decorated wit
carvings. Each of this side’s seh-darg c
cates through three doors to a space behir
of these rooms also opens on the Aose
which thus connects the spaces of the wes
northern sides.

The western side’s divisions and spaces a
to those of the eastern side. A large ma#
faced walls tops the roof of the western s
southern side of the mansion consists of .
panj-dari flanked by two rooms, and at
these spaces is made through antecham
cated between them.

The mansion’s entrance stands at it soutt
corner. Its large vestibule, now demolish
used in common with the neighboring ho
led to the courtyard past a corridor. The
and the corridor were entered in opposit
tions, giving a secret appearance to the m
entrance. The facades of the house are
whitewashed plaster, with only that of tt
chambers bearing mogarnas decoration. T
tence of profusely decorated wooden forre
the walls has harmonized the facades of tt
sion. At the southeastern corner, where the
spaces stood, a tall kitchen existed which w
transferred to its adjacent room. Also, two rc
the northwestern corner of the courtyard se
resting quarters for guards.
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Yadollahi House

Chahar-Bagh-e Pa’in Ave., Hakimzadeh St.

The most important parts of the mansion are laid
out in two, northern and southern, sides at either
end of the main axis of a long courtyard. These two
sides include reception halls of similar dimensions
and form, but they are not entirely symmetrical in
relation to the courtyard: the reception hall of the
northern side has a deeply located shah-neshin,
whereas that of the southern side has g shah-
neshin-like space beside its window overlooking
the courtyard. In addition, their different heights and
revetments have created two reception halls with
altogether different spatial qualities out of these two
similar spaces.

The reception hall of the northern side overlooks
the courtyard through a large and tall five-paneled
sashed window. When the panels of these sashed
windows are slid up, the space of the reception hall
Is transformed into an eivan and draws in the open
space of the courtyard. The large sashed window of
the northern reception hall embraces almost all of
this side’s facade and differentiates jt from the
mansion's other facades. The existence of ventila-
tion shafts at the extremities of this side emphasizes
the importance of this part. Two corridors running
on either side of this section give access to this re-

1154 Courtyard Northern Side

118uMorthern Sids Recoption Hall

117 Courtyard Southern and Eastern Sides

1180 Decaration of Morthern Sida Receptior
Hall

1190 Ceiling of MNerthern Side Roception Hall

ception hall.

On the second floor, instead of these corridars,
there are a rcom on one side and a corridor on the
other, each opposed by an eivancheh. The recep-
tion hall of the southern side is dome-roofed and
communicates with the courtyard through a three-
paneled sashed window. This sashed window and
Its flanking eivanchehs divide the facade of this side
intc three equal parts.

The western side consists of three rooms separated
by two corridors. It is probable that all three rooms
originally communicated through these corridors
and that one of them was made independent in the
Course of later alterations. The eastern side em-
bodies no noteworthy space, but is faced in accor-
dance with the divisions of the facade of the west-
ern side,

The main entrance of the mansion, located at its
southwestern corner, has a relatively large vestibule
used in common with the neighboring house. This
vestibule leads to the courtyard through a corridor.
Another entrance stands at the northwestern corner
of the mansion: The courtyard has a large rectan-
gular peol in front of the northern reception hall and
a flower bed lying along its main axis.




List of Spaces

In all the plans of this book, the various spaces are indicated with the following numbers.

1- Entranca

2- Vestibule:

3- Courtyard

4- Backyard

5- Rooftop yard:

- Eivan:

7= Elvanchah:

8- Pillared eivan:
9- Mahtabi:

10- Soffeh:

11- Reception hall:
12- Shah-neshin:
13- Chahar-soffeh:

14- Dining room:

15- Hose-khaneh:

16- Panj-dari:

17- Seh-dari:

18- Do-dari:

19- Adfaining room:

20- Room

21- Amtechamber:

22- Ventilation shaft:

23- Fardak:

24- Sardab reception
hall:

25- Bathroom

26- Kitchan

27- Stable

Main entrance space, usually located past the portico,

Small yard on the second floor of a house, which, together with its surrounding spaces,
contitues a ralatively indepandent part in the mansion.

Semi-open roofed space closed on three sides and open on the fourth.

Small shallow enan.

Semi-open pillared space usually facing the closed spaces.

Roofless space above the courtyard's level. Its surrounding walls are faced, giving it tha
appearance of a roofless efvan. Usually, this space is closed on three sides and overlooks
open space on the fourth.

Poofless platform abowve the courtyard's level and usually located in front of the closed
SpECES.

Large formal room usually assigned to entertaining guests.

Space at the head of recepfion hall and facing the window, where dignitaries are seated,
Cross-shaped space comprised of a central dome-covered space and lour seglions rogfed in
the fag-o fawizeh manner around it

Large dining roocm.

Tall coverad space with a central pool and usually communicating with the other spaces,
Large rcom with five large contiguous windows opening on the courtyard,

Room with three large contiguous windows opening on the courtyard.

Room with two large contiglous windows opening on the courtyard.

Upper floer small room adjoining the reception hall and communicating with it.
Imtermediary space through which the closed spaces are accessed,
Tall roottop alement serving to draw fresh oulside air into the house.

Cellar,

Hall-like space located on the underground floor of the house.




Lexicon

In this book, the following terms are used in the senses mentioned in the lexicon.

Abdar-Khanoh Special space where tea, fruit juices, water pipes, etc. are preparod.

Andaruni: Part of a house specitically assigned to the housewife, children servants and memoers of the
household.

Bad-glr: Tall elernant rising above the roof and conducling air flow into the building.

Biruni: Part of a house reserved for guests

Deroshkeh-khanet: Space where horse-drawn CArriagoes ara kept.

Haft-dari: Large room with seven contiguous windows.

Jelo-ghan: Rrcassed space balore the entrance partal of a building,

Kar-bandiz Gerneral term Tor all typas of celling decoration, including rasmi-band:, kassen soe TOIETREE,
atc.

Kharshidi: Semi-circulas compartmentas section above dOGrs,

Ma'aggeli: Type of decoration invalving bricks and tiles,

Mogarnas: Type of reofing harmoniously combining cencave elemonts of equal size

Qrosh Large wooden window with sashes and finleg glass pares spanning an enfire side of a room

Qatar-bandi: Alignment of mogamas elameants, e, at the top of walls

Ravag: Semi-open pillared space obtained lrom the linear repetition of identical chahactams along one

ar mare fronts of the coumyard,

Sharbat-khaneh: Storage space where baverages are kept.

Sim-gel: Compaund paste wsed in the reverment of facadoes.
Tag-o-tavizeh: Type of roofing

Tarrets: Aoof edge presorving the facade against rain,
Yazdi-bandi: Type of roofing,

The photographs of this volume were taken in 1995, 1996 and its plans drafted in:

Yadollahi Housa 1088 Sartipi Howse 195
Yasig Ansari Houso 1985 Zovelian House 19495
Marta Peters House 1985 Cehdashtl House 19683
Laebaf House 1985 Dr. A'lam’s House 1995
Fahkeshan House 1995 David House 1985
Harmi House 1892 Haj Mosawer-ol-Malki House 1986
Qodsiven House 1390 Haj Rasuli-ha House 1983
‘Akkafzadeh and Sharif Housa 1986 Haj Hassan Ghafuri House 1084
Sheikh Harandi House 1988 Charmi House 1885
Sheikh-ol-Ezlam House 1285 Malek Vireyard Hopse 1991
Sogkiassian House 1945

Note: The dates given in this book are in Hegira years. In cases of exception the Iranian years are

indicated as "A.5" and the Christlan years as "A.D"
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stituent elements of the courtyards, These reeeption halls dominate the courtyard from onge side
and open on adjacent spaces from another. Another important clement visible in maost houses i5
their tall and proflusely decorated hose-khanehs, located behind the Spaces overlooking the
courtyard—removed from the center of the house—ang root-lit. Besides these clements, mey-
tion should be made of identicy] Tooms, dIfI"ercr11~:;}mpcd civans, elaborate enirances, wide jer-
races, second-faoor “ourtyards, penthouses and adjoining rooms flanking the receplion halls,

The particular quality of these houses MUst not be assessed in terms of the existence— or
absence——of the above mentioned elements. Rather. it should be evalyated as the outcome of 4p
order and balance pervading the design and compasition of al] jis constituent elements, A Lhe
spaces and facades have regular forms ang pProportionate dimensions and have been designed in
full soundness and purity—ijust like » crystal. Their compositions also fallow 4 predominant)s
s¥mmetrical, balanced gcometry. While similar, thejy spaces and arrangements are varied, They
all look alike, bur are different, The spaces of the hoyse it encireling each othep facing the
Cowrtyard, as though to tum away aliens and create 5 serene private harbor.

Thus, the feeling these houses elicit is one of safety and tranguility, of a harmonious and
Longrucus world, of inf nity in finiteness, The agreeable and delighttul cenqral courtyard, where
the heart of the house beats, depicts a refined, charming universe. a universe filled wih light,
water. freshness, sense and life. Rather than material dwel lings, these houses are abodes of 1he
soul, and secure harbors commensurate with it. In this way, everything in them has acquired g
dilferent atmosphere. No wall or door, no glass pane or window, has been |ofi unadorned. N
space is without moeqamnas works, rasm; trimmings, frescoes, stuceo carvings, high and Jow:
ledges, tessellated tile-work or orosis, all combined with eolor and patern, and in perfeet ha-
mony and balance. All are made of earth, mug. Stone, wood and plaster, but nog of the kind we
know,

Kambiz Haji-Qassemi
Winter 1997

"In the prefaces of volumes One ang Two, the number of monuments introduced i the Canframel was
given as more thap 400, but thanks o the efforts of s compilers in making it a5 comprehensivergy
Possible, this number has already reacheg atotal of abour 600,




its creation. It must also be added that compiling and recording this collection would noet have
been realized if it were not for the assistance of the responsible authorities of this university
and faculty. as well as the dedicated efforts and cagerness of several of this faculty’s students
over the course of many years, Redrafling. complementing and ordering these documents has
been ongoing since 1992, and it is hoped that this young manpower will succeed in reviving
this ancient herilage.

It is also necessary to note the important fact that, as already mentioned, the plans Presenied
in this collection were prepared by archilecture students in various periods and are undoubiedly
(raught with shortcomings. Although great efforts have been devated to alleviale these.
correcting them to the point of perfeetion would have required excessive time and colassal
work, which in turn would have perhaps delayed the publication of the collection tor TEE
vears. Therefore, considering that this collection embodies the most complete plans of the
country’s historic buildings. the decision was taken to publish it as is, so that it may be put a1
the disposition of treasure seekers as soon as possible. In view of whal was said. we shall be
indebted to all knowledgeable individuals to notify us of any shortcomings they may encaunler
in this collection.

As mentioned above, the volumes of the Ganj-namefr follow a thematic order. The
collection embraces almost every type of building, Five volumes introduce traditional houses in
various cities (one volume includes the houses of Kashan, one volume the houses of Fx(ahan.
one volume the hovses of Yard, and two volumes the houses of other cities), four valunes
cover mosques {one volume the mosques of Esfahan, ene volume the mosques of other citics,
and two volume comgregational mosques). three volumes are dedicated to emgmizadeds and
mauseleums. two volumes deal with bazaar buildings, one volume is dedicated to theologicy!
schools. one volume introduces caravansarics, one volume deals with baths, one volume
congerns palaces and gardens, and one volume exceptionally intreduces religious buildings in
Tehran. The table of contents of the entire collection will be included in the last volume. It is
necessary to note that the numbering and publication order of the difterent volumes will depeinl
on the length of time needed 1o complete each volume,

In concluston. we deem it our duty to express our gratitude for the unfailing assistance ol
[r. Hadi Nadimi, the respeeted chancellor of Shahid Beheshti University, Dr. Ali Ghaffari. the
respected dean of the Architeeture and Urban Planning Faculty, Dr. Akbar Zargar, the respectud
former dean of the Architecture and Urban Planning Faculty, and Sayyid Mohammad Beheshi,
the respected director of the Traman Cultural Heritage Oreanization, without whose valuable
help and guidance the publication of this collection would not have been possible, as well as th
Cultural Heritage Foundation, who assumed responsibility for publishing this collection. and !
the other individuals who have contributed to the compilation. preparation and publication of
the Ganfnamels.

W

Introduction to Yolume Four

The fourth volume of the Ganynameh introduces houses in Esfahan. Presenied here are but o
few among the traditional houses of Esfahan, a city where, fortunately, numerous valuable
houses have been preserved, although their number is decreasing daily. The buildings pre-
sented, besides several Salavid-period houses, belong to the Qajar period. Thus, the evolution
of architectural design during the long Qajar period can also be traced in these houses. Yel, re-
gardless of the differences these buildings present, common pringiples and themes are discerni-
ble in their spatial layout and architecture.

Most conspicuous in these houses are the large courtyards and lush flower beds around
which their spaces, large and small, are disposed. These tourtvards are crowned b Lurge os-
lentatious reception halls which constitute the most important spaces of the ensemble and
strongly affect the overall spatial compaosition, the form and details of the facades and the con-



Preface

Although a past of several millennia lies behind the architecture of this land, it was only
quite recently that efforts aimed at identifving and introducing its extant achicvements were
undertaken, Only a few decades have passed since scholars and researchers first began
reviewing these works in order to wipe the dust from the face of these resplendent jewels and
once again reveal their charming. [amiliar radiance.

The factors involved in this long-standing neglect and the sudden interest in historic relics
call for a more thorough discussion that falls beyond the scope of this brief exposition. It
suftices to note that the neglect in question in fact resulted from total interest and that the newly
emerged interest was the outcome of utter neglect, because, as long as these works were part of
eur peaplers life, no need for introducing them was Telt, but when, owing to a cultural vift, time-
homored roots were severed and the signs of rootlessness became ubiquitous, an inclination
toward rediscovering and reverting to our own identity increased, and the need for recogniving
and introducing past architectural achievements—ijust like everything ¢lse that bore signs ol
past ariginalitv—Dbecame perceptible. Bul, needless to say, the path of this recognition and

enewed understanding is arduous and fraught with dangers, the greatest obstacle being the ver
cultural rilt and alienation which makes the straight path seem crocked and causes detours 1o
appear as the main path. In any case, the présent conditions are such that the necessity of
identitving and understanding past architectural achievements have become obvious o all. This
truth creates the hope that, God willing, every ane of these valuable works of art and the rich
heritage of our ancestors scattered throughout this vast land will be adequately recognized.
illuminating the path leading our future artists and architects toward artistic and culteral
independence,

The present collection must be considered one of the most significant steps vet taken in the
direction of introducing the unknown accomplishments of this architecture, We have entitled it
Ganfnameh (literally *“Treasure Book'), because we believe that it bears clues 1o a treasure the
acquisition of which will assure our dignity and independence. Its importance becomes even
mare perceptible when we come to realize that extant plans of our monuments—drafted mostly
by foreigners—do not exceed a few scores, and that photographs already published in this
domain cover anly a few of these relics. In addition, the mediocre quality of the majority of
these documents greatly reduces their value and utility. Moreover, the scatter of published
documents in various books and articles hinders their usability. And as concerns the study of
the buildings® history. lengthy ways musl be covered in order to achieve meager results, Thus, it
is not without reason that identifying and surveying historic relics and carrving out rescarch is
this domain is arduous. indeed impossible in some cases,

By bringing together complete and legible plans, ¢lear and expressive images and a
thematic authentic history of more than six hundred significant historic realizations —ranging
[rom mosques and madrasas to houses and baths—the Ganjrameh seeks to not only initiate
research in this domain but also encourage rescarchers, experts and all those interested to beain
research of their own on these rich relics,

Thus, a thematic order was adopted for the Ganj-nameh—in preference to the more
commaon geographic ene—in order to make 11 a handy ool for research. It is noteworthy that.
wherever similar instances of a type of building exceeded a certain limit, a geographic, city by
city, division has been introduced. For instance, in cases where documents concerning the
houses of a city has reached a determined number, a [ull volume has been dedicated to the
houses of that city, and when the specimens of a type of building were scattered in various
cities, these have been gathered within one or two volumes. In this way, the thematic order has
heen preserved and the geographic order has been leken into consideration on a secondary
hasis, in proportion with the number of extant specimens.

Another point is that this collection was not brought into being overnight. Rather, it is the
outcome of some thirty years of relentless efforts on the part of the professors and students of
the Architecture and Urban Planning Faculty of Shahid Beheshti University. Therefore, about a
half of these who have studied architecture in this country mav be said to have contributed 1o
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